Health-related quality of life in Parkinson's disease: outcomes of the therapeutic interventions.
Main reasons for measuring health-related quality of life (QoL) are: 1) the unique information supplied by QoL measures, 2) the relationship between perceived health and use of resources and 3) the usefulness for evaluation of outcome and decision making. As Parkinson's disease impacts strongly on the life of patients, it is important to assess the effect of the interventions not only on clinical aspects, but also from the point of view of the perceived health state. The QoL conceptual framework, the type of tools for measuring QoL and the trials that applied QoL measures as outcome variables in PD are reviewed in this article.